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These verses could well serve as an epitome of the :77¥n orpw
Deuteronomistic understanding of the action of Yahweh in the history of the
people. Despite all that Yahweh had done on their behalf (deliverance from
Egypt v. 7 ; driving out the nations, v. 11 ; sending prophets and seers to warn
of the consequences of sin v. 13) ; despite all this Israel had continued
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It described the deportation of people from Babylonia and the peripheral areas
east of the Tigris by the 'King of Assyria', (i.e. Sargon 11). A later author,
writing a polemical composition against the Samarians, detached the verse
from its original place and used it as an introduction for his work. Vv 6-24
thus recounted the episode of the conquest of Samaria and the following two-
ways deportation: from Samaria to northern Mesopotamia and Media and

from Babylonia and its peripheral areas to Samaria.>
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The rejection of the proffered assistance by .2°2217°2 1057 NXI? WTPWR
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invitiation to the inhabitants of Northern Palestine to join in
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We should...bear in mind the important social and economic :910°7172
factors involved. Since according to Priestly law (Num. 27.1-11)
daughters could in certain circumstances inherit, exogamous marriage
could lead to alienation of family property, a concern also reflected in
the stories in Genesis 12-50 about the ancestors. The situation obtaining
at the time of Nehemiah, when the priesthood was involved in
intermarriage with non Judean families (Neh. 13.4,28) reminds us also
that control of the temple, an obviously crucial issue, could have played
a part in discouraging such marriages in the ranks of the clerical and lay
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The danger of assimilation...was heightened by the :m%%2n7 *19n 1%
economic power wielded by some of those who are here labeled 'the
peoples of the land'. During the exile foreign landlords had apparently
assumed control of a good deal of the territory of Judea, and the
difficult economic circumstances that the returned exiled faced could
' soon have placed them at the mercy of these powerful neighbors
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Many scholars find in Ezr-Neh an anti-Samaritan attitude. If the two books
are really one, it is only natural to look for it in Chr too. But is it really to be
1% found there?
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For according to the notions of the judaistic period Israel is the congregation of true
worship and this last is connected with the temple at Jerusalem, in which of course the
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the whole work is however, to prove that in contrast with the godless northern Kingdom, it
is only the Southern Kingdom Judah, with its Davidic dynasty and its Jerusalem Temple,
which is the true Israel, the legitimate bearer of the divine rule which is actualized in the
Kingdom of David, and that is only the community of Jews who returned from Exile, and
not the religious community of the Samaritans, which was in the process of coming in to
.being at the time of the chronicler which faithfully maintains and continues this tradition
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that at the time of the split under Jeroboam (2 Chr. Xi 13ff) all the true priests left Northern
Israel and went and settled in Judah. The tendency is obvious: it all serves one and the
same purpose, to deny the claim of the Samaritans that their priests were the true
7vol .descendants of Eleazar and Pinehas and that they kept the old tradition unchanged
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While the two caps drawn up for battle are Judah and Israel, the :no> Sw 7727 oo '*°
underlying theme developed throughout the speech is that the Israelites are in fact
preparing to fight the Lord, defying their God by rebellion against the King he chose, and
establishing a false cult ; Judah on the other hand represents God's rule through his chosen
King and proper worship. This being the true essence of the war, the people of Israel have
.690 'my ,(1993) no> .absolutely no chance of success
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I
Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the Samaritan issue discussed
widely in the biblical studies and the opinion which supports the existence of
an Anti-Samaritan polemic in the Bible.

This issue will be examined in the Biblical texts related to the first temple
period, and to the Persian age: 2 Kings 17, Haggai 2: 10-14, Ezra-Nehemiah,
Chronicles.

Sometimes the polemic is visible and sometimes it is hidden from the
reader’s eyes, in which case we will have to look for clues to prove its
existence. For this matter it is necessary to refer to the time the text was
written and to look for the circumstances that brought the author to this Anti-
Samaritan polemical writing (revealed or hidden). Compared with this there
is a possibility that the polemic doesn’t exist at all.

2Kings 17 is the first text discussed in this paper. This chapter is composed
of several parts, the most relevant of which is found in verses 24-41. This
anachronistic part which deals with the origin of the Samaritans is the basis
for the whole study. In the author's opinion those inhabitants are foreign who
were brought by Assyria's King to the northern territory. Those inhabitants
eventually adopted a syncretistic ritual which stands contrary to the "manner
of the God of the land".

The performance of this ritual is the cause for the Anti-Samaritan polemical
strain used by the author who lived in the period of the return of the captives
to Zion.

This polemical strain appeared because of the disagreement between the
returnees and the Samaria inhabitants, and its purpose is oppose to their

ritual on Mount Grizim.



II

Haggai prophesied 18 years after the return of the captives to Zion. To their
amazement the returnees found in Zion foreign inhabitants (over time to be
known as Samaritans). The presence of those inhabitants was a threat to the
returnees.

This reality raises the possibility of an Anti-Samaritan polemic in the book
of Haggai, but nevertheless there isn’t even a clue about the Samaritans.

This matter leads to the conclusion that in Haggai 2:10-14 the prophet didn't
address the Samaritan issue despite the reality in which the book was
written. In fact he referred to the returnees using the terms "this people",

"this nation" who were impure since they hadn't yet built the Temple.

The main part of this paper is dedicated to the Book of Ezra-Nehemiah. In
this book, clues about Anti Samaritan polemic can be found due to the direct
confrontation with the foreigners problem.

In Ezra 1-6 the Anti-Samaritan polemic is visible since the Samaritans are
mentioned in chapter 4: 1-5, 9-10. In the author's opinion, they are
foreigners who were brought by Assyria's Kings Esarhadon and Asnapar and
rejected by the returnees after offering their help to build the Temple.

In Ezra 7 to Nehemiah 13, the Samaritans are not mentioned at all, but in
this period the returnees were an isolated society which did not mix with
foreigners. This isolation was towards all the foreigners living among them
and not only towards the Samaritans. In the study, I have proven that the
isolation from "foreigners" and from the "foreign women" included also
isolation from the Samaritans. This is because the term "the people of the
land" includes a collection of foreign nations who lived in the north. This
description corresponds to the one in 2 Kings 17:24, which describes the
Samaritans as a collection of different nations that were exiled to the

northern territory of Israel by Assyrian kings.



111
The Book of Chronicles 1s the latest of the books discussed. In this book, the
followings texts were examined:
e Texts decline with the relationship Israel and Judah.
e Texts unglue to the Chronicler.

e Texts which have a parallel passage in the Books of Kings.

In all these texts, the opinion that supports the existence of a hidden Anti-
Samaritan polemic was examined. I can not totally deny this argument,
because the book of Chronicles was written during the period of conflict
between the returnees and the Samaritans. However, I think that the main
purpose of the author was to show that the Kingdom of Judah is the
legitimate one, the one that continued the Davidic dynasty and which
performed the ritual in the house of God. Compared to the Kingdom of
Judah, the Kingdom of Israel was based on sin, since it performed its rituals
outside of God's house. The author emphasizes that all relations with
northern kings are forbidden and might bring misfortune upon Judah's kings.
If in the Books of Kings and Ezra-Nehemiah the authors recognized the fact
that the Kingdom of Israel was settled by foreigners, in the Book of the
Chronicle it is the contrary: the author recognizes them as Israelites. Not
only does he mention the exile of the northern Kingdom (1Chr.5: 25-26 and
2Chr.30: 5-6) without telling about the bringing of the Samaritans to there,
but he also repeatedly refers to the remnant that wasn't exiled by the
Assyrians. This phenomenon and more leads to the conclusion that searching

for on Anti-Samaritan tendency in the Book of Chronicles is in vain.
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