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Yair Almakiyes and Aharon Tavger
An Iron Age Il Underground Winery from Khirbet el-Hammam

A system of pits recently discovered in Khirbet el-Hammam in northern Samaria apparently
meets the accepted definition of “Gibeon pits”. These pits, used to store wine in the late
Iron Age and early Persian period, are evidence of a developed local agriculture and of the
site’s centrality. The location and identification of these pits in connection to other remains
from Khirbet el-Hammam may shed new light on the size and centrality of the city during

the Iron Age.
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